
Date & Time:  
 

March 21st, 2009 
The ñTHIRDò Saturday 

11:00 amð1:00 pm 

Light refreshments served,  
Coffee will be served, along with 

hot water for tea and hot chocolate 

Location:  

Providence Regional   
Medical Center Everett  

(Pacific Campus) 
 

916 Pacific Avenue 
Everett, WA 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Rooms  

Monte Cristo Room A,B,C 
Across Cafeteria 
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  We need your information request letters 

(sent inside the December newsletter) returned 

to us as soon as possible, especially if you wish 

to continue our newsletter.  There are addi-

tional letters at our meeting if you lost the one 

sent to you.  We will treat your information 

with respect and will not share it. 

 ¶  

 
 

Lilia went to her first SHHH meeting at the Everett Library.  She heard about 

it from a co-worker.. Finding this to be a safe environment for her, Lilia began 

taking on challenges that enhanced her leadership attributes. She has served as 

Secretary, Newsletter Editor, Vice President and President for the chapter. 

Involvement was expanded to HLA-WA where she is currently on the 

board and is Vice President. She enjoys learning and better understand-

ing what she needs to do to strive in both her personal and work lives, to share 

with families, friends and co-workers. 

She is coming up on her 30th year at the Boeing Company and currently is in  

an Analyst position. Her first traveling began by attending several of the con-

ventions which includes Boston, New Orleans, Seattle, Washington D.C., 

Oklahoma City and Reno. She has had her share of experiences and challenges 

with traveling.     TRAVEL & TIPS by Lilia Smith 

We need volunteers to be a candidate for Secre-

tary.  Our officers are elected for two year terms.  

If there is no candidate at the end of those 2 

years they can serve for an additional year.  Past 

Secretary, Cibyl Kumagai, is very willing to 

help anyone willing to serve as secretary in any 

way she can.  The requirements and duties of 

these officers are listed in our Bylaws, which are 

available to any members. 

 

Keep an eye on our Web-Site. We are finally 

getting it updated.  Please be patient as we re-

construct or update it. 

Travel and tips          by Ursula Gallagher 
I was born in the beautiful city of Berlin, Germany and was hit by the Scarlet 

Fever epidemic that swept through the city when I was four years of age. 

Unfortunately Penicillin was not on the market yet, so that the disease ran 

rampant and caught the young and old alike. Without antibiotics, the illness 

hit hard and left behind various after effects. This was the beginning of my 

hearing loss and the use of hearing aids followed when I added foreign lan-

guages to my studies at age 11. Yep ... One of those big clunkers I set up on 

my desk, much to my embarrassment. But I could hear and did well in 

school.  

     At the age of 21 I immigrated to the USA and met my future husband on a 

cross country ski trip with the Chem. Dept. Of the UofW up to Camp Muir on 

Mt. Rainier. We married and raised two wonderful sons, Arne and Christo-

pher, in the Bay Area. When both sons decided to study at the UofW, my 

husband Gene and I returned to Seattle and to our extended family.  

     18 years ago I lost my husband in a sail boat accident. With his death, my 

hearing loss became an acute issue because I had lost my extra set of ears. 

That same year (1991) I was invited to start an HLA group in Everett, which 

I led for 2 years, followed by a second term as president a few years later. For 

the first time in my life I stood on my own two feet and had to master life 

with profound hearing loss.  

     Before long I was wondering what I was going to do with the rest of my 

life since the nest was empty. An intense bout of self pity my first New 

Year's Eve alone helped me to realize my interest in foreign cultures and their 

people. Three months later I was sitting on an airplane to Istanbul to join 

Rick Steves with "Europe through the Back Door." This trip clearly whet my 

appetite for travel. From that day forward I have traveled several times to 

Turkey, Kyrgystan, Israel / Palestine (West Bank), Australia, New Zealand 

and almost every country in Europe. Now I am looking much forward to ex-

ploring more of the US through Elderhostel, even Elderhostel Intergenera-

tional with my grand children. Yes, I have had challenges with my hearing 

loss during these trips, but never felt in danger. Yes, I experienced misunder-

standings, but even well hearing people do meeting people with a different 

language. Yes, I have run across people who do not desire to cooperate with 

my FM system. Despite these hurdles traveling is exciting, it widens our hori-

zons and helps us realize, how much learning of different cultures adds to the 

wonderful and exciting tapestry that is called "the World."   

 

 



 
 
Following retirement in 

Check one or more of the boxes that apply to you: 
 

Hearing Loss Association Snohomish County  

meets monthly Sept. through June.  

The chapter sends out this newsletter on the same schedule.  

We need your support to keep HLA of Snohomish County 

functioning.  With your help, we can continue to support 

and educate people who are hard of hearing, with your 

yearly Chapter Support Fee.  
 

Check one: ___ New or ___Renewal 
 

___ $13 for a person or ___ $15 for a family Chapter Support Fee             

and/or  

___ $35 to become a member of HLAA. This includes the 

ñHearing Loss Journalò plus other benefits.  
 

Name________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________ 
 

City________________ State_____ Zip_____ 

 
 

Please make check payable to HLA-Snohomish County 
 

Please mail to:  
 

Hearing Loss Association  

of Snohomish County 

PMB  648 

13300  Bothell Everett Hwy, Suite 303 

Mill Creek, WA    98012 

Hearing Loss Association 

  of Snohomish County 
 

¶ President: Steve Pettijohn 

¶ Vice President: Dusty Hansen  

¶ Registrar: Cibyl Kumagai .. 

¶ Secretary:é.acting é..Cibyl Kumagai 

¶ Treasurer:  Marion Davis  

¶ Historian: Chauncey Christofferson                                               

¶ Hospitality Committee...Dusty & Ron Hansen,  

¶ Welcome Committee-Annette Johnson, Patti Ridley, Lilia Smith 

¶ Professional Advisor...Lisa MacKay 

¶ Publicity-Mildred Koop 

¶ ?????????????-Sunshine Committee 

¶  

Opportunities for Volunteer Work.  
 

If you want to help, we can use you.  We need help in the following areas:  

Web Design,  Newsletter writing/editing /proofreading,  Newsletter 

folding/taping/stamping. Outreach Committee, Sunshine Committee, 

Historian 
 

PMB 648  

13300 Bothell Everett Hwy, Suite 303  

Mill Creek, WA 98012  

Hearing Loss 
 Association of  

America 

7910  Woodmont Ave,  
Ste 1200, 

Bethesda, MD 20814   
301-657-2248 

A 501c3 Non-profit  

The printing/copying for this newslet-

ter is being printed by PostNet, Brian 

Na,  Owner, 13300  Bothell Everett 

Hwy, Mill Creek, WA  98012 


